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SERMONS 
THE SCARLET SIN 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 258 January 6. }957 
When God gave the Ten Commandments to Is rae l , He said, 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery." This prohibition was giv en for 
the good of the people , and it was included in both the Old and 
New Testaments. There is just as much need for it in our da y as 
there was in Moses' day , and it speaks home to us -in a peculiar 
way. We have witnessed a tremendous moral let-down in Amer-
ica, and this let-down has been nowhere more pronounced than in 
our change of attitude toward the seventh commandment . 
It is not considered fashionable to preach on this command-
ment. One scholar says, "Teachers of relig ion have by comm on 
consent banished from their public teaching all advice, warn -
ing or allusion in regard to love between the sexes" (The Com-
mandments Up-to-Date, by R. C. Zartman, p. 135). Alas , this sub-
ject is left today to writers of novels, and trash y literatur e. 
But why should this subject not be discussed? The seventh 
commandment was written in stone by the clean finger of God , 
an d it was di scuss ed by our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount . 
To the rich young ruler, who inquired the way of eternal li fe, 
Christ gave this commandment first of all. 
It is impossibl e for a faithful gospel preacher to be silent on 
the subject of sexual immorality becaus e th e iss ues in volv ed a re 
so tremendous and far-reaching. An English author in hi s auto-
biography attributes much of the foll y and vice of his early years 
to the fact that he never heard a plain, out-spoken sermon on the 
seventh commandment. 
This subject demands faithful and fearless treatment, how. 
ever difficult and unpopular it may be. The difficultie s in the wa y 
of plain and honest speaking are almost insurmountable for som e 
will wrest our best intentioned words to their own destruction. In 
view of these difficulties we ask: How is it possible for us-how is 
it possible for anyone-to say , in all the pre sence of a mixed au-
dience one half of what somebody should say to us all? 
Some will object th at our language is too plain. But we ar e 
exhorted by the Lord to "utter by the tongue words easy to be 
understood" (I Corinthians 14':9). When the teachers of Israel 
read the law of Moses to th e people, the Lord says , "So they read 
in the book in the law of God distinctl y , and gave the sense , and 
caused them to understand the reading" (Nehemiah 8 :8). If the 
prophets and apostles used pl a in , sharp words that brought con-
viction to the hearts of men , why should not gospel preachers today 
be plain and direct in dealing with the scarlet sin? 
But there is m uch that we will not try to say, for "chastity 
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is a delicate, tender grace, and can scarcely endure the naming of 
itself, far less of that which is contrary to it" (The Voice from 
Sinai, by F. W. Farrar, p. 213; Quotation from Leighton). To speak 
properly of adultery, in words sufficiently delicate, yet sufficient-
ly strong, would require the tongue rather of an angel than of a 
we ak and sinful man. 
If parents would perform their full duty toward their children it 
might not be necessary for the pulpit to handle this delicate sub-
ject. If parents did their duty there would be little need for any-
one else to speak at all. God forbid that we should speak harshlv 
to parents about this task which is not easy, but there is som~-
thing almost criminal about the degree of ignorance in which 
some fathers and mothers allow their children to go out into the 
world . But, you say, they will find out these things soon enou gh 
for themselves? That they will, but instead of having you as 
their teachers, they may learn the lesson from an evil com -
~anion. Instead of being taught to reverence chastity they will 
hkely be taught that chastity is mere prudishness. And some day, 
when your heart aches for consequences that a wise and timely 
word might ha ve ave rted, the y will turn upon you and ask "Why 
did not you tell us of these things?" ' 
The seventh commandment forbids all impurity. The Hebr ew 
word for adultery covers all forms of moral uncleanness. It forbids 
all impurity of thought, of desire, of imagination, of word and o! 
deed. It forbids all unchaste actions, and gestures. It calls for a 
pure life in the inward man as well as in the outward man. It 
means little that the outward life is pure if the heart is dripping 
with wickedness. 
Wh at was the Lord's purp ose in forbidding the act of adultery? 
Wa s He pl acing a burd en upon men which they should not be 
e;'pect ed to bea.r, ?r wa s He acting in our behalf? Is adult ery 
right, wrong, or md1fferent? Is it humanly hurtful, or is it humanly 
helpful? If it is wrong in itself, if it is humanly hurtful, then all 
our defens~ of it will not make it otherwise. If it is wrong, we can-
not make 1t right by glossing it over with pleasing words. We can-
not make it right by ca:lling it self-expression. We cannot even 
make it right by calling it love. We can no more do this thart we 
ca n cover up filth "";'ith snow and thereby m ake it pure. 
Let us consider, for a moment, a youn g m a n who is pled ged 
to no woman, and a young woman who is pledged to no man. Per-
haps _> they h~ve both thrown off the restraints of Christianity. They 
do?'n?t f}Q9n~id~r· :the.ml?.elves bound by any moral code. They are 
corn,r,mced Jhat t~e¥ :!J.a,ye ar perfect right to live their own lives. 
If they agree to.,ente .11 into :,tfli$!~fxp r rience, whose business is it '? 
If } hey Jieci lde of tqei r .own fre~ will . thus to giv e themselv.es to 
ea cf{ l:lthet , wh 1it~is1the ' harm? '' 1 • ... , '' t , ,, -i ' ",,1, liJci 
To begin with, in a soci J ty '-Tik e ours , such conduct calls for 
secrecy. It drives us into th e sh a dows and compels us to love the 
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dark. This in itself works harm. We injure ourselves the moment 
we have to shroud our conduct in secrecy. This is true because the 
need of secrecy turns loose the nemesis of fear upon our track. If 
we have something to conceal, there is always a naggin g fe ar 
that somebody will discover our secret. We are constantly on the 
run. As the Lord says, "The wicked (guilty) flee when no man 
punsueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion" (Proverbs 28·1) To 
live in fear is to live in wretchedness. · · 
Then, no matter how free we think we are, this unlawful sex-
ual act tends to bring with it a sense of guilt. This is often the 
case with those who thJnl:c that they have broken with all moral 
codes. Recently .we read a story which was clipped from a Wash-
ington paper. It tells of a very modern young couple who defied 
this ancient code. They thought they had thrown off all the re-
straints of religion , and they were perfectly free. But somehow 
they could not see it through. They were found one day locked in 
each other's arms in their gas-filled apartment. On the table was 
this letter written by .the woman:-"We have been accustomed to 
laugh, Fred and I, at the moral code as a set of man-made rules to 
frighten timid folks into being good. But we have learned through 
our own experience that the wages of sin is death, yea, many tim es 
worse than death, hell on earth" (Ten ;Rules for Living. by Clovis 
Chappell, p. 107). This is an extreme case, we know. But the fail-
ure that these two very modern young people made is an indica-
tion that adultery is not a safe foundation upon which to build 
one's house of happiness. 
The Christian young person has a special reason for being 
careful about the use of his body. His body is not his own to in-
dulge; it is his Lord's . who bought him. It is no longer common 
property open for any sensual use; it is dedicated to spiritu al serv-
ice. The Bible warns that, "The body is not for fornication but 
for the Lord" (I Corinthians 6:13). The apostle Paul asks , "Kn~w ye 
not. that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, 
which ye _have fr?m God?. and ye are not your own: for ye were 
bought with a •price: glorify God therefore in your body" (I Cor. 
inthians 6:19 ,20). The Christian's body is consecrated for undefiled 
service to God, and he who dares to despise this call to personal 
holiness, despises not man but · God Himself. For this reason it is 
not within the marriage bond alone , but outside of it as well, 
that the Christian is to keep himself pure. 
Adultery is a sin against ourselves. The Lord says , "Flee forni-
cation. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he 
!hat. committeth fo.rnic'.1t~on sinneth against!his own body" (I Cor-
inthians 6:18). This divme statement needs no proof , for nature 
visits the social sin with the heaviest of penalties. The terrib!e 
results of an unchaste life in the purely physical .realm are such 
that we cannot name them to a mixed audience. They are weU 
known. Every man of science will bear testimony to the awful de-
mand that nature makes for purity, and will asse1t that she has 
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no pity on the unclean. The statistics of lunacy in this and all 
lands could tell horrible tales of the effect of an unclean life 
upon the mental side of man's nature. 
How many who have sinned against God's laws of chastity 
have fully escaped the physical consequences? How many are 
there in this audience who know to ·their sorrow, that their bones 
are full of the sin of their youth, and which shall lie down With 
them in the dust? How many recognize the frightful connection 
between their sin and its natural penalties? Ask the physician for 
the .real name, and ask him about the hidden cause of a hundred 
forms of anguish and misery, which he call is by other names. Ask 
him about the cause of diseases which sometimes break out from 
the poisoned blood of the transgressor, or blight his innocent 
children with sundry kinds of death. 
But the greatest sin in adultery is not the act itself, which is 
purely biological, but its degrading effect on human character. All 
the finer manhood, all the finer womanhood dies in the sin of 
moral uncleanness. There is no sin which grips the whole life 
as it does, and dooms every endeavor after godliness. It weakens 
and depraves the will, blunts the finer moral faculties, deadens 
the whole spiritual nature, sinks men and women into animalism, 
darkens the conscience and makes men insensible to lofty motives , 
and generous feelings. It lessens a man's power of prompt and de -
cisive resistance to evil , and renders him less and less capable of 
knowin g and lovinP," and choosing the good. The moral and spir-
itual usefuln~s of many men and women have been utterly de· 
stroyed by giving way to lustful passions. Unchastity is a vice that 
blights, curses, and destroys body, soul, and spirit . It ruins one's 
character, and burns out of his heart everything that is pure . In 
the wor ds of another, this sin "brings reproach, diisgrace, and dis-
honor; it leaves a stain upon the soul itself which cannot be wined 
away. History tells us that it is followed by retribution, disease, 
misery, and death" (The Commandments Up-to-Date, by R. C. Zart-
man, p. 137). 
In any realistic approach to the problem of sexual indulgeric ~ 
we must recognize how very powerful and how nearly universal the 
sexual urge is in the human race. The desire to mate comes early 
and is strong long before marriage is a practicable course to follow. 
If we are honest we admit that, in a great 'many of us, this desire 
occupies a considerable share of conscious thought and that It 
continues, in one way or another, throughout a normal lifetime. 
That the carnal urge occupies a very large share of our liter-
ature is obvious. If we should take out lof our literature all that 
refers to love-making, both respectable and illicit, how much 
would be left? The problem is recognized in the Bible with no mine. 
ing of words. Young people who try to sneak out of libraries the 
bold books which deal directly with amorous situations could get 
what they seek without any trouble by looking in the Bible. Con· 
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fession stories, which many suppose are very bold, can hatdly be 
more straightforward than is the Bible when it tells the story of 
David·and Bathsheba, or Amnon and Tamar. 
The Lord does not condemn the mating urge, but He does 
give us a clear outline of hvw it should be handled . Sex is not to 
be wholly repressed and no sensible person would want to repress 
it if he could. Sexual life can be a thing of very great beauty, an 
inspiration to countless men and women. This beauty comes nei· 
ther by repression nor by unlimited expression, but by discipline. 
Apart from discipline the sex urge can become an ugly and a harm-
ful thing, destroying both souls and bodies of the persons con-
cerned. 
There is very little danger now of this urge being repressed. 
but there is enormous danger of the opposite mistake, the advoca· 
cy of freedom to do as we please. This glorification of license is 
part of what parades as a "philosophy of life" to the effect that 
men and women should obey their urges and do whatever is "nat-
ural." This comforting philosophy seems to some to derive sanc-
tion from what they call "modern psychology," though they would 
find great difficulty in securing any actual verbal support from any 
reputable psychologists. The popular view, however, seems to be 
that "psychology" advises men to let nature take its course so as 
to avoid unhealthy complexes. 
But this notion of doing whatever is "natural" is one of the 
ideas that will not bear up under critical analysis. What if all men 
were to follow their nature? It might be one man's natural i,nclin-
ation to mislead the wife of a wounded soldier lying helpless in a 
hospital. Should he therefore do it because it seems natural for 
him to do so? Due to his background, and his training it was "nat-
ural" for Hitler to torture innocent men in concentration camps. 
The impulses of some men lead them to believe that it is "natur-
al" for them to murder. But we need go no further. No man, ex· 
cept a lunatic, would uphold these so -called "natural" acts. 
A life wholly uninhibited and undisciplined would be a dis-
orderly life and, furthermore, it would be a short one. Complete 
repression of the sexual urge, as we have said, is out of the ques-
tion, but a person who has not learned to say "no" to his urges has . 
not begun to understand the nature of human life as contrasted 
with mere animal existence. 
Each generation of young men and women finds itself . face 
to face with the same old temptations that have assailed men from 
the beginning. The same battle for personal purity has to be 
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fought out in the heart, with only God and the angels as spec-
tators. Each of us knows for himself the difficulty of that inner 
combat. But let no young person decline to wage it, at his or her 
per il. For if the secret life is made unclean by the desires of the 
flesh (even though one's outward conduct be without reproach), 
then ala s ! farewell to self-respect and peace of conscience, farewell 
to the pricele ss jew el of innocence, farewell to that bloom of vir· 
tue which, once rudely plucked, can be restored no more! We 
Christians, young and old, need to be admonished t6 reverence our 
own bodie s as the possession of the Lord Jesus and the temple or 
the Holy Spirit. Let us beware how we break down the fence of 
mode sty which should regulat e all conversation bet wee n the sex-
es. Let us reverence the marriage bond as one of God's most price-
less gifts to men, the welding to ,get her in one, with His own h a nd , 
of two hearts, two lives . And above all, let us fear and sihun , as we 
would the plague, whatever tends, even remotely, to unch ast ity in 
thought or speech or look! Let us all pray for divine aid in pre-
serving within our bosoms the "white flower of a blameless life ." 
Young people , how are you living? Remember that the harvest 
of a life 'largely depends on the sowing in your young days. Youth 
is the base of the pillar of life . And you know that no pillar can 
be safe unl ess the base is sound an d strong. It would be usel ess 
for the pillar, when n early built , to say-if it could speak: "I want 
a sound base." It would be too late. So, too, it is useless for men 
and women to wish for youth again. 
Do you see, then, how very important youth is? What a great 
responsibility it casts upon you, upon this youth you have. It ls 
yours now. Make the best of it! 
But how? How can you be certai n that the bas e of life's pillar 
sha ll be so sure and strong that the pillar m ay be safely built upon 
it? Th ere is only one thing that can m ak e it certa in, and that is a 
sturdy foundation. If your youth is on a firm foundation, your life 
will be strong and splendid. And the only foundation which can-
not be shaken is the Lord Jesus . As Paul says, "Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ " (I Corinth-
ians 3:11). 
So if in youth, your life is roote d and ground ed in this foun-
dation, you may look forward to a life in wh ich your happin ess 
sha ll grow from day to day until you reach the l and of perfect 
happiness. 
Will you begin the Christian life today by laying the founda-
tion of faith in Christ, repentance from sin, and baptism in the 
name of your Lord and Savior? Will you then "go on unto per-
fection" that you may build a righteous life wh ich will endure for 
t ime and ·eternity ? 
THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 259 January 13, 1957 
It is remarkable that when the seventh commandment was 
originally given no reason was assigned for it , and no argument 
was made in its behalf . It was a simple , unqualified neg ative, and 
no reason was given for it because none was required. It needed 
no argument for the sin of un chastit y is in itself so blighting, so 
destructive, so damnin g that it is in itself sufficient cause for the 
stern words, "Thou shalt not ." Thou ghtf ul people ma y differ in 
opinion about oth er commandments , but an agree that sensual 
indul gen ce should be forbidden. 
A few years ago an outstanding scholar said that if he cruld 
cure the present generation of only one sin-the sin whicb he 
counte d the most damning and the most prevalent-he would not 
begin with liquor , not with dishonest y , but with social vice and 
the evil heart out of which it proceeds. 
We can realize something of th e evil that the vio lation of God's 
moral cod e in volves by as kin g what would be the results if it were 
disregarded altogether. Such a course would surely result in the 
ruin of the indi vidua l, the destruction of th e hom e, and the de· 
struction of society. This is not mere supposition. More than one 
nation has tumbled because of the moral dry-rot. Since a to tal 
disregard of this law is a sure way to death, we ought to avoid 
it. No single one of us has the right to take a cours e that, if 
taken by all, would mean the wrecking of our individu al and n a -
tional life. Since adultery hurts by leaving a sense of guilt, by 
dogging our steps with fear; 5ince it robs us in some me asure of 
our chances to marry, and of our chances to make a success of 
marri age; since it wars against the home , against childhood , and 
against the human race as a whole, it is wrong .. And since it is 
wrong, we have no right to indulge in it. 
Adultery is wrong because it is a sin against society. The 
famil y is a union of parents and childr en havin g a common life , 
a common love, a common interest , and a common ha ppiness. 
· Where lov e and faithfulness prevail it is a veritable type of he a -
ven. Society is composed of a group or groups of famili es. Th e 
sin which blights the marriage relation and destroys the family 
strikes a deadly blow at society. 
As one scholar has said, "No man can den y his accountability 
for a share in the development or destruction of the race. The soll· 
darit y of humanit y is more than a dream of visionaries. It is an 
indisputabl e fact . Every life is contributing its quota of force 
to the forces that make or mar. All are hind ering or hastening the 
perfect day. The crim e of prolonging sor row and agcmy li es at the 
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door of every impure human being. The agony_ a nd wrong of 
degraded humanity is a curse upon the unchas!It); of_ t~e past , 
and every licentious and bestial man or woman 1s mfhctmg new 
wounds, not only upon the immediate present , but also upon the 
years yet unborn. The voice of the hurr:an race, so o_ften unhe :ird 
in the clamor of the interests of the passmg moment, 1s thunderm g 
perpetually the Divine command, 'Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery'" (The Ten Commandments, by G. Campbell Morgan, p. 81). 
Faithlessness in the moral relation is something more than 
a crime against the famil y and the sta te ; it is a crime against 
individual men and women. It is an assault on true manhood and 
true womanhood the world over. There are some sins that hurt 
only the sinner and there are others which spre a d out and reach 
everywhere and hurt ever ybody. Adultery is a siry of this type . It 
works like leaven. It lowers the moral tone of umversal and com-
mon humanit y . When the tide iebbs from one harbor on our coast, 
it ebbs from ever y otli.er harbor and sinks to one common lev eJ. 
And when purity is lowered and defiled in one home or heart, it 
is low ered and defiled in every home and heart. 
Some things that men do are harm less, trivial pas~imes and 
they are a man's own private business, but sexual relat10!1s ne':'er 
belong to this class . They always affect another; they trifle w1~h 
human affections and loyalties, and th ey harm or help others . This 
is why all talk about free love is basically ridiculous . Free love 
might make sense if it were like playing solitaire , but it is not. 
This is why the sixth and seventh commandments have al-
ways been closely associated. Both rest on the same foundatio1:-
the sacredness of human personality. It is wrong to tamper with 
affections and it is wrong to tamper with human life, and both 
acts are wrong for the same reason. 
Adultery is always a sin against two people at least for it 
takes two to commit it, but one may be more guilty than the other. 
The Lord had compassion on the woman who was taken in this act, 
but would He have been equally tender toward her seducer? Would 
He have been as lenient if the person caught had been the man 
who was the woman's partner? 
There is a phase of the sin of unchastity which is too little 
regarded, and that is the shame and suffering heaped upon t~, ~ 
fallen woman, while guilty men are easily forgiven by the publlc . 
It is not unusual to meet men who would corrupt the heart of 
every young woman, and yet these seducers are lightly pardoned 
by a godless and frivolous society. But which is the worse sinner-
the gay libertine, whom the law cannot touch, or the half-crazed, 
ruined girl, whom his soft, damnable treacheries have enticed into 
the snare, and who in her madness strangles her new-born babe? 
By what law of justice is the weaker and the tempted to be spurned 
and hanged, while the stronger and the guiltier is fawned upon 
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and praised? What law of justice forgives the obscene bird of 
prey, while it kicks out of its path the soiled and bleeding dove? 
Young men, is it nothing to extend the kingdom of the devil, 
to undo the work of Christ, to mar the living temple of the Spirit of 
God? Is it nothing for you to have a part in blighting the destiny 
and polluting the souls of those who, in the light of womanhood, 
were meant to wear the rose of its beauty and the lily of its pure · 
ness? Is it nothing to "take off the rose from the fair forehead of 
an innocent love?" Is it nothing to lure innocence to destructior{, 
and place a stumbling-block before the weak souls for whom 
Christ died?' 
Adultery is the worst form of sacrilege, because it defiles , as 
with the hoofs of swine, the temple of the Most High. It murders 
two souls at once, so that the sinner perishes not alone in his ini-
quity. Every filthy m an brings filth to other lives that but for 
his would be clean. Herein lies the tragedy of this sin . Two lives , 
linked in this way , will never be separated. Seated at his fire-
side, holding the hand of his faithful wife, his children gathered 
around him, the father watches the flickering flame and his mind 
wanders back to the forgotten woman who came into his life as 
completely as his life's companion. What has become of her? Is she 
wandering through the lone streets of some great city in reckless 
search of more adventures? Did he cause her to descend the long 
ladder of degeneration which now marks her womanhood? Can 
he restore to that life some of the freshness and bloom that he 
took away from it? Can he ever undo what he has done? Has he 
not tied a millstone around the neck of a misguided creature? 
Oh, if young men had in their souls one spark of true Chris-
tian chivalry, should not all womanhood be as sacred to them as 
that of mother, or sister, or future wife? Do they never think of 
these, their victims, dying in shame and agony, with every flower 
in the garland of their happiness scorched as by a demon's breath? 
Follow that wretch ed, ragged, shivering, diseased, emaciated fig-
ure of a woman-or one who was once that gracious thing-
through the miry streets to the river-side, where, after a few 
short years of degradation , having made of all life a shipwreck-
she flings herself from the bridge into the tide, and there is a 
shriek, and a black-ripple , and all is still. She was once a happy, 
innocent child. A mother's holy kiss once lingered on her rosy 
cheek. And now! Young man, you who are so sleek and prosper-
ous-so well educated, so surrounded with blessings-is this your 
handiwork? Was it to forward these deeds of darkness that God 
bade you live? And When such has been her frightful punishment, 
do you think you will escape unscathed? Is there no curse of hea'.· 
ven upon your soul? 
D. L. Moody once said, "I think that the most bfemal thing 
the sun shines on is the way woman has been and is treated if 
she has been ruined by a man, often under false promises' of 
marriage. Someone noticed that when the Prodigal Son came home 
he had the best robe and the fatted calf. But what does the prodi· 
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ga l daughter get, althoug~ she may have bee!l more sii:ned 
aga in st than sinning? She is cast out an~ ostr acised by_ societ y . 
She is condemned to an almost hopeless hfe of degrad at10n, and 
she may sink step by step into a loathsom e grave , unless she has-
t ens her doom by suicide . But the wretch who has ruined her in body 
and soul holds his h ea d a s hi gh as ever , and society attach es no 
sin to him. Talk about stealing! A man who st eals the virtue of a 
wom an is th e m ean est thief that ever walk ed the face of th e earth . 
God has appoi nte d a day wh en this ma tte r sh a ll be set ri ght. 'Be 
no t dece iv ed · Go d is no t m ock ed: for w hatsoever a m an sow eth, 
tna t sha ll h~ a lso re ap. For he th a t sowe th to his fl es h sh a ll of 
the fl esh re ap corru pti on' " (The Commandments Up-to-Date, by 
Rufu s C. Zartman, p. 142). 
Yes ! Upon the seducer God 's curs e shall re st, and even if he 
be left a lone by m an , he sh a ll be held accountable to the Lord. 
Well may he shudder who has con tr ibuted to the vices which de-
fi le th e stre ets of ou r gr ea t citi es because he h as cau se to tremble 
befo re God. If there be a judgment, he has deserved it, and will 
meet it. 
It ma y perhaps b e tru e t hat th e los s of womanly p~ri ty is 
a mor e dea dl y evil to t h e w orld than the loss of m anl y purit y . The 
resu lts ma y be mor e dreadful. Histor y se ems to t ell us th a t most 
wo m en can sink low er th an most men , beca use m ost wome~ ca_n 
r ise h igher th an mo st men. When the v~ry swe~tne~s of hfe is 
tu rn ed to bitterness; when the very pur~ ty of hfe ~s turn;d to 
corruption; when the pl ace of love, which is a woman~ h ear-, b e -
com es. the pl ace of 1ust,-th e wor~t h as h~ppened . ~o 1f a woman 
pl un ges willingly and lustfully mto an impure llfe the 1~w of 
God m akes no differ ence between h er guilt an_d the guilt of 
h er pa r tner . Th e s in of the one, as well as the sm of the other, 
sh ou ld be followed by the world's condemnation and scorn; the 
fin g~r of lo a thin g and contempt which is pointed at the one 
sh ou ld be pointed at the other. 
But the doubl e stand a rd-where the woman bears all the 
bla me and her seducer be a rs none-is wick ed. Christ knew this 
and He forgave two penitent adulteresses for whom me~ showed 
no mercy . He se arched th e hearts and shamed the. con science s of 
these men with His questions until not one remamed to cast . a 
st one. He did not condone the s ins of the w oman, but He_ laid 
t he heavy hand of condemnation upon men who _lured pure, m1:o -
cent women into sin. He blamed the deep hypocrisy which a~quits 
t h e one and condemns the other. And we must blame the philoso-
phv of the "double standard" which _w~Icori:es t~E: tempter to the 
Ed en · of our homes, and expels the victim with pitiless scorn. 
Men of the world may snee r at , and end eavor to l~ssen tI:e 
seriou sness or magnitude of the scarlet sin, but Go~ strikes at it 
w ith words of fire . In the Old Testament, God said , the man that 
committeth adultery with another man's. wife , even he that com-
m itt eth adultery with his neighbour's wife , the adulterer and the 
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adulteress shall surely be put to de ath" (Leviticus 20:10). Remem-
ber that the death penalty, under God's law, was only given .for the 
most horrible of crimes. This was God's measure of the wicked-
ness of this moral offense. The Mosaic law, in its stern righteous-
ness, unlike the hypocrisy of thP world , pm,ished it impartially 
with the death of both offenders . "This is an heinous crime," said 
Job, "yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges. For it is 
a fire that consumeth to destruction" (Job 31:11,12). "Whoso com-
mitteth adultery," says Solomon , "lacketh und er standing: he that 
doeth it destroyeth his own soul. A wound and dishonour shall he 
get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. For jealousy 
is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of 
vengeanc e" (Proverbs 6 :32-34). In warning a young man against 
the adulteress, the Lord says, "With her much fair speech sh~ 
caused him to yield, with the fl a ttering of her lips she forced him. 
He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, 
or as a fool to the correction of the stocks. Till a dart strike through 
his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare , and knoweth not that 
it is for his life .... he knoweth not that the dead are th ere; and 
that her guests are in the depths of hell" (Proverbs 7:21-23; 9:18). 
In the New Testament the Lord speaks most plainly and 
without compromise ag a inst the sin of adultery. He says, "For this 
ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person , nor covetous 
man, who is an idolater , hath an y inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God" (I Corinthian s 5:5). Because unchastity s~lects 
its own vile comp any , therefore the Lord said , "the abominable , 
and murderers, and fornicators" are exclud ed from the kingdom 
of God , and "have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second de ath" (Revelation 21:8). 
Every impure act or person strikes a blow at the very heart 
of God. When David h ad violated the seventh commandment and 
the sense of his awful guilt swept in upon his soul he cried out : 
"0 God, against thee, thee only, have I s inned, and done this evil 
in thy sight" (Psalms 51:4). He had sinned against himself, his 
fa mily, his children , his people, but in his deep contrition he real-
ized that he had struck a blow at the heart of God. David was 
made to feel all his life Jong, and sometimes to acknowledge with 
bitter tears and loud cries, that to dishonor the wife of a poor 
soldier, and then have him killed in battle, was a piece of in-
famous, dastardly wickedness. It was followed by no light and 
easy punishment, but by a heavy and tremendous punishment, 
such as David was hardly able to bear. The ingratitude of his 
children, the rebellion of his people, taught him in his lonely exile 
how deeply he had sinned against man and God. 
It seems from reading the Bible that of all sins unchastity 
wa s the one on which God looked with least long-sufferance. When 
the Hebrew prophet said, of the adulterers of his nation that "they 
were as fed horses in the morning," he implies that this sin wipes 
out the essential distinction between men and beasts. To this sin 
the Scripture warning applies especially: "Avoid it; pass not by 
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it; turn from it, and pass away." Let us ask with Joseph, who 
when he was tempted by his mistress, said, "How then can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" (Genesis 39:9). 
Dread is the curse of a heart no longer pure. Its peace is gone, 
its honor, its native dignity. It is left naked to guilty shame. It be -
comes as a troubled sea, which cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. Just as one touch brushes the dew from off the 
rose, and one hot breath of wind withers the vernal flowers, so 
one evil hour can wipe off innocence from the heart. Ah! how 
many a home has been smitten, how many a youth blighted, how 
many a fair dawn over·clouded by this sin! How many pale spec· 
tres of the lost start from their graves to warn men from this sin 
with the waving of their wasted hands! And behind them au 
stands God's judgment; behind the clouds, the night. By an etern-
al necessity the Lord excludes the "abominable ... and fornica-
tors" from the new heaven and the new earth. By an eternal de · 
cree, He says, "For without are ... whoremongers, and murderers, 
and idolaters" (Revelation 22:15). How dreary, how shudderingly 
cold is that "without." Without the city of God the impure must 
dwell forever. 
This deed of darkness may be hidden from man, but it can-
not be hidden from God. His law will search it out, and lessen no 
part of the penalty. If it is concealed on earth, it cannot be con-
cealed forever: and, before the Judgment Seat of God, you must 
answer for your sin. 
But is there hope for him who has fallen, whose llfe is stained? 
Is there hope for the woman who has fallen and bea:rs the mark of 
the outcast? Ah, yes. For this sin, too, there is a fountain of cleans-
ing. There is no sin so black that it cannot be taken from a peni· 
tent heart. 
Have you been tempted, have you fallen? If so, there is help 
for the transgressor however hard his way may be. David sinned, 
but he confessed it and was forgiven. With God there is mercy and 
cleansing. At the well Jesus talked with a fallen woman; she con-
fessed her sin and Christ lifted her up into a new life, and she 
became a missionary in her own city. 
Jesus came early one morning into the temple. Scribes and 
Pharisees were there, and they brought a fallen woman to Him. 
The law of Moses was that she should be stoned. This they men-
tioned, and then asked, What ~ayest thou of her? They were 
tempting the Lord. "But Jesus stooped down, and with his fingn 
wrote on the ground. But when they continued asking him, He 
lifted up himself and said unto them, He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again He stooped 
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground. And they, when 
they , heard it, went out one by one, beginning from the eldest, 
even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman, 
where she was, in the midst. And Jesus lifted up himself, and said 
unto her, Woman, where are they? Did no man condemn thee? 
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And she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn 
thee: go thy way; from henceforth sin no more.'' Let us observe 
that Christ did not tell the woman taken in adultery that she was 
hopelessly lost, but He said, "Go and sin no more." 
If there are any of you who are guilty of this sin, and if you 
loathe your sin and hate your shame, will you take the pardon 
offered to you by the crucified Christ? It is yours if you will be-
lieve in Him, forsake your sins, confess His name among men, 
and be united with Him through baptism in the benefits of His 
death. While we sing, may the Lord give you assistance in casting 
your ballot for righteousness and truth. 
WHY CHRIST SO LOVED THE CHURCH 
By E. R. HARPER 
Radio Sermon No. 260 January 20, 1957 
Today we have gathered here in this beautiful auditorium as 
a people dedicated to him who is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords (I Tim. 6:15); to Christ who is now seated upon the 
throne of his father David to rule and reign until he comes again 
to deliver his kingdom up to God, the Father (I Cor. 15:24-28; Acts 
2:29-36). 
It was five years ago next month that we gathered here in 
Abilene at the City Auditorium to hear Brother Nichols in the 
recording of our first sermon over this ABC broadcast. Since then 
millions have heard the gospel of Christ; thousands have surren-
dered themselves unto Christ by obeying the gospel, not by the 
signing of a card, but by surrendering their will unto his will as 
they came believing in Christ (John 3:16), repenting of their 
sins (Acts 17:30); confessing their faith in Christ as God's son 
(Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:8-10), and being "buried with Christ" in 
the beautiful waters of baptism for the "remission of sins" (Matt. 
28:18-20; Rom, 6:3-4; Acts 2:38), arising to "walk in newness of 
life with him," as commanded by Christ and his apostles. 
Many congregations have begun as a result of this program 
and the Highland congregation is eternally grateful to you who 
have had fellowship with us in helping us to make such a pro-
gram possible. Thousands in this generation shall rejoice in the 
day of judgment because by this program they have learned the 
truth and having obeyed it, shall go marching through the gates 
into the eternal city of God. 
The Lord has been gracious to us, we have seen His provi-
dence open up wonderful opportunities round about us and we 
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believe the church of our Lord, which had its beginning in Jeru-
salem on the first Pentecost after the glorious resurrection of 
Christ (Acts 2 :1-47), is now standing upon the greatest threshold 
for reaching the world with the message of salvation of any gene-
ration since the apostles of our Lord, under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, shook the foundations of the world . What was done 
during the first century with nothing but the church, can be done 
again if we shall continue to love each other and "be labourers 
together" (I Cor. 3:9) in the work of our Master having "fellowship 
one with the other" (I Jno. 1:7) until "every creature ," in every na-
tion, in all the world (Matt. 28: 18-20; Mark 16:15), has had the 
glorious privilege you and I have had to hear the gospel at 
least once before his eyes are kissed to sleep in death and he has 
to stand before the Lord in the day of judgment, lost because the 
gospel did not reach him (II Thess. 1:8-9; Rom. 1:16) . This can be 
done; it must be done; it will be done. 
My friends, I am discussing with you present and the millions 
who may hear our program 'today this most vital subject, "What 
Does the Church Mean to Christ?" The religious leaders of the 
world are quite concerned today over the attitude the world is 
taking toward the church of the Lord. Over fifty million people 
in America with no church affiliation; half those who belong to 
some church are not regular in their attendan ce . The usual answer 
we get to the question, Why are you not a memb er of the church or 
Why do you not attend services regularly, is this: The church ts 
non-essential and the church therefore is looked upon by them as 
nothing more than a human society to which a man may join him-
self as he sees fit. 
CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
That you may see the ' beauty of the church and what it means 
to Christ, I am asking you thi-s question, What is there to an In -
stitution that would make the Lord take four thousand (4,000) 
years in its preparation? In Gen. 3:13-15 begins the grouna-
breaking for this glorious event of which we are speaking when 
JP.hovah .said to the serpent concerning the "seed of the woman," 
"It shall bruis e thy he ad. " Here the Bible introduces the "Victory 
of Christ" over Satan, which victory is climaxed in the Revelation 
of John to the -seven churches in Asia Minor. 
Time goes by and this beautiful picture unfolds before our very 
eyes as we hear Nathan say to David in II Sam. 7:12-13 con· 
cerning the seed of David, "He shall build an house for my name, 
and I will stablish the throne of his ~ingdom forever." That this 
hous.e of God is the church is beyo nd qu estion for Christ, this seed 
of David, never built but one "house" for Jehovah, and that was 
the church (I Tim. 3:15; Matt. 16:18). Again I press the question, 
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What is there to an institution that would make the Lord promiSf' 
centuries before hand, that it should be built? 
GOD THROUGH ISAIAH SPEAKS 
Isaiah the prophet says in the second chapter and verses 2-4. 
"It SHALL come to pass in the last days that the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be EXALTED above the hills: and all nations shall 
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, anct 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord; to the HOUSE of the 
God of Jacob; and there he will teach us of his ways , and we will 
walk in his paths." Here the Lord is laying the foundation for a 
"house" that shall b e exalted above the mountains and the hills , 
that is above all earthly governments. Why would ·the Lord be so 
interested in a "non -essential house" as to have I,saiah to say cen-
turies before it was built that his house, the house of the Lord, the 
church, should be an "exalted house," and "exalted kingdom" in-
to which "all nations and peoples" would come? Why has he 
gone to such trouble to see that this "kingdom," this "house'' of 
II Sam. 7:12-14, be "built" for him by the seed of David , which 
seed Paul in Gal. 3:16 says is the Christ. IF that hous e be non -es-
sential? There must be a reason , a vital reason , for his planning 
such a "house"; such a "church"; such a "kingdom"! That reason 
understood and we shall have no trouble getting people to be-
come members of this "house" of which these "prophets speak-'-
the church of the Lord." 
DANIEL SEES THIS KINGDOM 
In Daniel 2:44 Daniel says, "In the days of these kings shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall NEVER be de-
stroyed-it shall stand forever." Had it occurred to you to as k, Why 
was Jehovah so determined that this kingdom "should ne ver be 
destroyed" - that it should "stand forever"? Does it sound to you 
like a "non-essential" institution that man may trample under 
his feet and refuse to become a part of? Thi., kingdom is also re -
ferred to by Daniel in chapter 2, verse 45 as a "mountain." This 
is that same "mount a in" spoken of by Isaiah. But Isaia h also 
called this mount a in the "house of God " and Paul in I Tim 3:15 
s,ays the "house of God" is the "church of the Living God." The 
"house," which is the "church" refers to the people call ed out or 
the world to serve God; th e "mountain or Kingdom" is the "gov-
ernment" that reigns over them. Hence they are the same peoplP. 
at the same time. Again I press the question, What is there about 
such an institution that would make the Lord so determined that 
it "shall never be destroyed" and that it "shall stand forever"? 
Think you it is a "non-essential church"? 
MATTHEW 16:18-19 CHRIST DEFIES! 
In Matthew 16:18 Christ says "Thou art Pet er, and upon this 
rock I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH and the GATES OF HELL shaH 
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NOT prevail against it." My friends, what is there about such 
a church that would cause the Son of God to DEFY the very GATES 
of HELL to bring it into existence? Think you the Lord of glory 
would be so determined to establish a "non-essential church," one 
that man could trample under his feet, despise and have no part 
in, until he would go to such depths as to "defy the very gates of 
hell"? The entire unseen world! He says to Peter "I will give 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth SHALL BE BOUND in heaven, etc." Here you 
again have both the "church" and the "kingdom," showing they 
are the same people; one, the church, meaning the people, the other 
the ·'kingdom," referring to the government over them. Why such 
"binding and loosing" in heaven IF it has no value to the soul 
of man and his salvation? Again I press the question , Why would 
the Lord DEFY the gates of hell that the church be built? What ls 
there about such an institution that Christ was willing to fight 
Stich a battle with the forces of the "hadean world" that hi s church 
might live? Before you declare His church non-essential, before you 
preach and teach that man can be saved outside THIS institution , 
maybe you should sit down with your Bible and try to answer 
my question, What is there about such a church that would cause 
the Lord to "defy the gates of hell," to bring it into the world? 
CHRIST DIES FOB THE CHURCH 
In Eph. 5:25 Paul says "husbands love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church and GAVE HIMSELF for it." How did 
he "give himself for it"? In Rom. 8:34 the apostle says "Who is 
he that condemneth, It is Christ that died. yea rather, that is risen 
again ." Christ "died" that the church might be given to the world. 
Think you that a church so dear to the heart of our Lord that he 
would actually "die" to bring it into existence is a "non -essential 
church" and man may disregard it, refuse to respect it by not be-
coming a part of it and at the same time gain the love and respect 
of the Lord who loved it so that he "gave himself for it-that he 
died that it might live"? 
CHRIST BUYS IT WITH HIS BLOOD 
When a person loves anything to such an extent that he is 
willing to give his "life's blood" that he might possess it, or that 
others might enjoy its benefits, I think we are justified in saying 
that, that for which he has given his own blood, is the dearest pos-
session in his life. That is why wars are fought. That is why coun-
tries are "baptized in blood." Men dying for that which they cher-
ish more than life itself. Paul says in Acts 20:28 to the elders at 
Ephesus "Feed the church of God which he PURCHASED WITH HIS 
OWN BLOOD." Yes Christ loved the church to such a great degree 
that he actually "gave his life's blood for it." The church therefore 
is the "blood bought posession of our Lord." To be bought with the 
blood of Christ is therefore to be in the church for which he gave 
his blood. To say the church is non-essential; that man can be 
saved apart from the church, is the same as branding the "blood 
of Christ" as non-essential, and that man can be saved without 
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the "precious blood of the Lord." The church is the most costly 
institution this earth has ever known . It was purc hased by the 
suffering, by the death , yea by the very blood of our blessed Sav-
ior. Think you, Christ would give so much for a "non-ess ential 
church"? Ah, my friends it is time the world should learn WHAT 
the CHURCH IS and WHY the Lord built it! He means for man 
to respect it by becoming a member of it for the church IS the 
FAMILY-the HOUSE of God, I Tim. 3:15; I Peter 4:17-18. Again I 
press the question, What is there about such a church, that would 
cause the Lord to purchase it at the price of his own blood? If it 
means that much to our Lord, the least you could do is to show 
your love and respect for his sacrifice to bring the church into 
the world is to obey the gospel and let the Lord add you to it as 
he did those in Acts 2:47 . 
HONORS IT AS HIS BRIDE-HIS WIFE 
Christ's love for the church is further demonstrated in the 
beautiful picture of a man and his wife. Paul says to the church 
at Corinth, in II Cor. 11:2 , "I am jealous over you with godly jeal-
ousy; FOR I have ESPOUSED you unto ONE HUSBAND, that I 
might present you as a chaste VIRGIN to CHRIST." John, on the 
isle of Patmos, was told by the Spirit of God in Rev. 21:9 "to 
come up higher, I will show thee the BRIDE, the Lamb's WIFE." 
My good people I ask of you seriously, What could there be to 
this church that would make the Lord own her as his BRIDE, yea 
as his very own, his beloved WIFE? Think you the Lord considers 
a church that is as dear to him as a wife, a "non-essential institu-
tion"? Do you think you can disrespect such a church by saying 
to the Lord, I do not care for your church; I do not desire mem-
bership in such an institution? Again I press the question, What 
could there be concerning the church that the Lord would love it 
a!' dearly as a wife? To disrespect the church, the Lamb's wife , by 
calling her "non-essential" is to incur the wrath of God upon us. 
WHAT CHRIST HAS FOR HIS CHURCH 
As we come to the close of our lesson we shall be able to 
understand why the Lord so loved this church by seeing what he 
has prepared for her as he comes again. Eph. 5:22-23 is that chapter 
that shows the beautiful relationship that exists between the Lord 
and his church. I would that you read it today for I do not have 
time to discuss it in detail in these closing moments. It is here that 
Paul says of the church that Christ is her head; that he is the 
SAVIOR of the body-the church; that the church is "subject" to 
Christ; that he "so loved the church" that he "gave himself for it"; 
that he "sanctified it and cleansed it by the washing of water 
by the word.'' Now our question is, WHY did he do all this for 
the church? WHAT does he have prepared for the church which 
he owns as his OWN WIFE? When Christ comes is he going to 
cast her aside for someone else or for something else? 
My friends will you listen closely as I read what Paul says 
Christ is going to do with this church he loved so much? In 
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Eph. 5:27 Paul says of Christ, "That he might present her unto 
himself a GLORIOUS CHURCH, not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing, but that it should be HOLY and WITHOUT BLEMISH." 
Yes it is the CHURCH that shall be presented to Christ at hts 
coming. He shall remove from it all blemishes and to himself 
he shall take her to be with her throughout all eternity. 
CHURCH LOST? 
This question now I press as we close, Do you think Christ es -
tablished such a glorious church and that he invited us to become 
members of it and then so veiled it that man can't know which 
one is his church and is now forced to build what is called 
"branches" of the church, all divided 'and .warring the one against 
the oth er? Has Christ done this to us? No, Christ left the churc~1 
here and gave us the plan by which men may lalow beyond doubt 
they are in the Lord's church if we will lay aside all prejudices 
and preconceived opinions and open our hearts to what they di<I 
from Pentecost to the close of the book of Revelation. It is be-
cause we are so divided that men are confused. 
HOW ENTER HIS CHURCH 
Many people are confused as to how we may know when we 
are in the church the Lord built. This is the easiest truth found 
in all your Bible IF we will just be willing to accept what the 
Bible teaches on this subject. Man has so confused this vital 'truth 
until men's eyes are so closed that the truth of God seemingly 
cannot penetrate their minds. It is not complicated. It is easily 
understood. The Lord said in John 8:32, "You shall know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free." To have accepted error 
will keep you bound. Only truth can make you free. I must not 
be mistaken since the Lord said in Matthew 15:13 "every plant 
my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up," and he 
was talking about the "doctrines of men." He had just said ln 
verse 13 "But in vain do they worship me teaching for doctrines 
the COMMANDMENTS OF MEN." I must not be in an institution, 
a plant, not built by my Lord for all such says Christ shall be 
"rooted up." I do not want to be "rooted up" at the day of judg-
ment. 
TERMS OF ADMISSION 
Now the church the Lord built cannot be "joined by man." 
The Lord alone adds to this church (Acts 2:47; I Cor. 12:20). For the 
"Lord to add you" to his church, you must comply with his require-
ments. No candidate during the apostles days was ever "voted on" 
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for baptism . No "baptized person" was ever "voted on" for church 
membership. You see man can't do the adding; that is the Lord's 
work. 
ACTS 2:1-47 
In the second chapter of Acts we have the "birthday of the 
church." In this sermon they were caused to "believe" in the 
Christ who was crucified, risen, and seated at the time upon the 
"throne of David," Verses 17-37; this sermon having cut them to 
the hea rt caused them to ask "what must we do?" To this ques-
tion Peter gave them a very plain answer. He said "repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
This was not misunderstood then. It cannot be now. 3,000 of them 
"gladly received the word and were baptized" (vs. 41) and the last 
verse says "and the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved" (vs. 47). All know these "believed in Christ"; "repented 
of their sins"; and all of them were baptized." "For the remission of 
sins" (Acts 2:38; Acts 2:41). All know they received the "remission of 
sins" and were "saved" and "added to his church ," for the Bible 
expressly say s such. 
THE LORD ADDED 
Now that the "Lord added them to the church" I press this 
vital question. To which church did he add them? How man y de-
nominations were there present in Jerusalem on that day? Not 
one! There was only the church the Lord built and to that one 
he added these 3,000. This can't be refu te d. But these all had been 
"baptized for the remission of sins." The world today denies that 
we have to be "baptized for the remission of our sins" and here is 
where our trouble comes. Churches of Christ believe this setmon 
preached by Peter and so teach and preach. Now if you today will 
do what these did , Christ being no respector of persons , he will add 
you to this same church. This has to be unanswerabl e. It is this 
church he shall present unto himself (Eph. 5:25). Think you now 
honestly that such a church is "non-essential" and that you and 
yours can expect to have the favor of our Lord upon you when 
you reject this church that meant so much to the heart of our 
blessed Lord? Will you not obey the gospel today and let the 
Lord add you to his church? Write us and we shall be only too 
happy to help you. May the Lord bless you and keep you is our 
prayer in Christ's holy name. · 
THE BATTLEMENT OF HOME 
By JAMES D. WILLEFORD 
Radio Sermon No. 261 January 27, 1957 
In the Old Testament the Lord said to the people of Israel 
that "When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a 
battiement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood , upon thine 
house, if any man fall from thence" (Deuteronomy 22:8). 
The Oriental home had a flat roof where family and friends 
were accustomed to assemble. For the protection of every man, 
woman, and child, God commanded that whosoever built a new 
home should provide a battlement on the sides of the roof. The 
home owner was solemnly instructed to see to it that this retain-
ing wall was erected in order to avoid accidents and possible 
loss of life. 
The Lord has always been interested in the family and its 
protection. From the beginning, the family ha ,s been the divine 
unit of society, and its preservation has been of first importance. 
The Lord has forbidden every act that will break it apart, and 
every deed that will destroy its moral purity. 
In the Old Testament the commandment which safeguards 
human life is followed by the commandment which protects the 
family. The connection of the two commandments suggests that 
home is the next most sacred thing to life itself. 
The strongest battlement of any home is moral purity, and 
conversely, the most tragic betrayal of a family is unchastity. 
Adultery is a sin against the family, for it undermines the holy 
basis on which it rests. The husband who leaves his wife, or is 
in any way unfaithful to her, the wife who leaves her husband, 
or is in any way unfaithful to him aims a blow first at the family, 
and then through the family at the whole structure of human 
society. Whatever weakens and dishonors the family weakens 
and dishonors all unions of families which may be formed among 
men. When a fountain is corrupted, all the stream flowing from 
that fountain is corrupted. 
A degraded family means a degraded nation. To tamper 
with the family, we repeat, is to endanger society; to threaten 
law and order, and to commit the crime of high treason against 
social humanity. So we see that not only do the guilty parties 
suffer, but all parties suffer. It is like a taint in the blood which 
affects the entire body. The family is to the race what the blood 
is to the human body. He who poisons a man's blood injures his 
whole body, and he who poisons the family contaminates the race. 
The man and woman are joined together in the family in 
order that each may be perfected in the other, and completed in 
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the other, and not that either may be lost in the other . Manhood 
and womanhood are not extinguished but glorified by marriage. 
'They are intensified . Each supplements the other. Strength and 
courage are married to tenderness and love. Like the stars ·, they 
differ in glory. Each has certain excellencies which are peculiar 
to each, and distinctive of each. Man's exc ellencies are virtues; 
woman's excellencies are graces. It is woman's delicate beauty 
of spirit which gives her the right to win man's sturdy love. It is 
woman's physical weakness which constitutes her claim on man's 
physical strength. It is woman's purity which constitutes her 
claim on man's rever enc e. Each is essential to the other. As th e 
apostle Paul says, "Neither is the woman without the man, nor 
the man without the woman, in the Lord. For as the woman 
is of the man , so is the man also by woman; but all things are 
of God" (I Corinthians 11:11, 12). 
The one lesson which many of us need to learn is, that mar-
riage is a divine institution, and that it is sanctified by heaven. 
It was in the Garden of Eden that God Himself planned this 
divine relationship. The Bible says, "And the Lord God caused 
a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one 
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, 
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone 
of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh" (Genesis 2:21-24). 
It was God who brought the woman to Adam. It was God 
who told them the meaning of marriage. And we may say that God 
Himself performed the first marriage ceremony in the Garden of 
Eden. Marriage, then, is a holy and beautiful relationship, or-
dained and planned by Almighty God for man's good, and the 
Lord's glory. It is older than any human institution, and older 
than man's fall. It is an essential element of humanity. As such , 
marriage is as much a divine fact as day and night or the uni-
verse itself. In the very fact of creating the Woman and present-
ing her to the Man, the Creator ordained the marriage institution. 
The instinct of marriage is planted deep in human nature; 
it is a divine instinct. Marriage is more than a contract; it is 
more than an agreement between contracting parties; it is a vital 
process and operation of nature joining together or grafting the 
man and the woman, to form a family. It is not secular, but 
sacred. 
There is a tendency in our day to loosen the binding nature 
of the marriage tie. There seems to be an increasingly popular 
notion that the marriage relation is a civil one only, Doubt-
less much of the shame of our divorce courts comes from the feel-
ing of many that since the state makes the bond, the state may 
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break it. But let it be clearly understood that there is vastly 
more in the marriage relation than the act of the state. The 
true bond is not made by the state. Marriage, when it is what it 
should be, is the blending of two lives according to the wish and 
purpose of God-it is nothing short of that. Vv_e have le arned ~o 
scoff at the saying of our fathers that marriages are .made m 
heaven, but certainly marriages that do not grow out of love 
are mere mockeries. And love--honest, pure love--of man for 
woman and woman for man, is like all noble love; it is froI? God. 
V.Then He blends heart to heart and hand to hand, there is true 
marriage. The state only seals the vow. 
Some authors of sociology textbooks used in high schools and 
colleges teach that marriage is a product of evolution. They tell 
fantastic tales of some hazy time before history began when mar· 
riage came slowly into being. They assert that m_en and wo1;1en 
originally ran together in hordes and li".'ed prom~sc~ou.sly_ ':"1th· 
out any permanent mating of man an~ wife. But 1~ is s,1gmf1cant 
that all of this is pure invention, without one smgle shred of 
evidence. Is it possible that mep, who believe that marriage is 
a product of evolution believe such only bec_ause they_ wan! to 
believe it? Could it be that such men believe marriage is a 
product of evolution because they dislike the Bible, and have no 
love for God? Do such men embrace this evolutionary theory 
because they do not want a binding, Bible marriage? Do they 
deliberately want to leave God out of their plans, and out of 
their homes, and is this their way of doing it? 
We do not wish to indulge in mournful prophecies, but if an 
irreverent view of marriage should ever becom~ the c?n:monl_Y 
accepted belief of the people of this land-which Goa m H_1s 
mercy forbid!-this great nation will assuredly end at last rn 
failure. Disrespect for marriage and the home was on~ of the 
contributing factors to the downfall of the Roman. Empire. Elton 
Trueblood says, "Observing as we can the experience o~ Rome 
in the days of its apparent power, but real decay, '!'~ _rea~1ze that 
our own system of life is in jeopardy. If our c1v11Izat1on ever 
loses respect for marital fidelity, giving its~lf up to an orgy of 
indulgence, our society will fall with a terrible crash, no matter 
J,ow externally powerful and rich we may be. We have not yet 
r~ached such evil days, but there are many evidences that we 
are going in th a t direction. Unless we can chan~e our course, 
nothing will save us" (Foundations ·Of Reconstruct1_on, p. 71). It 
was no sour and narrow Puritan, but one of the ripest _schol~rs 
and thinkers of our time, who told us that "when home life, with 
its sanctities, its simplicity, its calm an_d deep joys and sorrows, 
ceases to have )itls charm for us in America, the greatest break-up 
and catastrophe in American history will not be far off." 
The · current agitation against the increasing evil of broken 
homes usually concerns itself with the wrong end of the prob· 
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lem. We need not so much a new conscience about divorce as 
about marriage. We need to pitch it on a higher plane, and to 
recognize its sacredness. We need to realize that marriage is 
the establishment of a divine relationship between husband and 
wife--"those whom God hath joined together." 
Marriage is so sacred to God that He compares the relation-
ship between a husband and his wife to the union of Christ and 
His bride, the church. Paul says husbands are to love their 
wives "even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself 
for it" (Ephesians 5:25). The church, according to Paul's tender 
and beautiful image, is the bride of Christ, and marriage signi-
fies unto us the mystical union that exists between Christ and 
His church. Higher than this it is impossible to go. 
The sanctity of the marriage bond is the very bulwark of 
humanity. This is why it is unspeakably sacred. It is not only 
divine in its origin, but it is also divine in its tendency, and in 
its final meaning. Well may we speak of marriage as the "holy 
estate of matrimony," and it is very fitting that the ceremony 
should be religious. It is a divine ordinance, and marriage "there-
fore is not by any to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly; but 
reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God." 
The prevailing ideas of marriage are too lax, too easy-going. 
We have known of young people being introduced one day, and 
then marrying the next day. Vows so easily made are easily 
unmade. Young people who hardly know each other, who have 
not learned the true characters of one another, may now take 
their vows as readily as they make a dinner date. Young people, 
between whom there is nothing in common, join themselves for 
life without that solemn care or that solemn sense of responsibility 
that befits so important a relation. And we can be sure that no 
civil ·1aw will ever cure such folly. No civil law can teach a 
young man the responsibility of the family life so that he accepts 
the relationship soundly and soberly. No human law can make 
a young woman fit to be the queen of the home, able to perform 
its duties, and to weave those bonds which bind the parts of 
the family together. The only cure for broken marriages is better 
training of boys and girls in our homes, a larger infusion of com-
mon sense, a return to sane speech and feelings about marriage, 
and an acceptance of the divine ideal of this holy relationship. 
Young people, if you hope to stand some day, with another 
life linked with yours, at those crystal gates which open on the 
pure and holy joys of wedded life, then for love's sweet sake 
keep thyself pure. There is pathos in the story of modern fiction 
in which a man who had dwelt in Sodom in his younger days 
tries in vain to win the woman who could and would have loved 
him had he been the pure man she believed he was. "You would 
have loved me, then, if I had lived a different life?" he asked. 
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"Yes," she answered simply, "I should have loved you. You were 
·born for me. vVhy, oh why, did you not live for me?" "I wish 
with all my heart that I had," he answered. "You always meant 
to marry," she said. "You treasured in your heart your ideal of 
a woman. Why could you not have lived so that you would have 
been her ideal too, when at last you met?" "I wiJsh with all my 
heart that I had," he repeated wistfully. "And that," says the 
writer from whose pages we have given these quotations, "was 
his retribution, the fiery hail that swept over his life and left it 
scorched and sterile: they lose the power of loving and become 
unfit for any pure and noble love" (The Ten Commandments by 
·George Jackson, p. 140). 
Young people, if you are unchaste you lessen your chances of 
marriage. This is especially true in the case of the girl. The 
more a man asks of you before marriage, the less likely he is to 
play the game according to the rules, and to keep his part of the 
bargain. The more you give before marriage, the less likely you 
are to marry. The more you give, the more likely you are to 
be left in jealousy and bitterness, while your companion-in-pleas-
ure goes on to fresh conquests. 
Not only does unchastity lessen your chances of marriage, 
but it also lessens your chances of making a success of this high 
relationship once you have entered it. The man or the woman 
who has been promiscuous before marriage will find it very diffi. 
cult to leave off the practice after marriage. You have also 
we)akened your chances, even if you marry the one who has 
shared your extra-marital relations. Marriage is a high and 
exacting relationship always, but if a couple have reached the 
climax before they have really begun, the difficulties are in-
creased. If they have passed through this experience in advance, 
they enter marriage with mutual distrust. If a question should 
arise, either would find it doubly easy to believe that one who 
disregarded this rule before marriage would disregard it after-
wards. All in all, then, this practice, even on the part of those not 
bound to anyone else, is uniformly hurtful. 
That adultery does harm to those who are married, almost all 
of us are ready to admit. Such conduct is a sin against our 
companion, and the companion of someone else. As a rule, it 
results in divorce, and a broken home. This is one of the reasons 
why it is so very wrong. God hates putting away, and He has 
valued the wedded tie so highly that any breach of it is intolerable 
to Him. We must respect the divine decree: "What, therefore, 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder." 
This decree is indicative of what marriage means to our Lord. 
·To Him it is a divine institution. It is the supreme human rela-
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tionship. It means the oneness of the wedded pair-a oneness 
that is to last to the end of life . Shall we take our Lord seriously 
or shall we not? To fail to do so is to open the door of wretcheo-
ness both for ourselves and others. 
We regret to say that in America there are thousands of homes 
Which are filled with misery and unhappiness. The wife is un· 
faithful to her husband or the husband is unfaithful to his wife. 
It may be that the guilty party is the husband, and he may feel 
that he has a right to do as he pleases; that he has a right to 
drag his marriage relationship through the mire. He may feel 
that he has a right to make a hell of his humble little home, 
but God has decreed otherwise. 
The Christian religion, in honoring the family, guarding its 
rights, and prodaiming its duties, has invested home with a halo 
of loveliness. And wherever the sacred character of marriage is 
recognized an<i felt, the result will be purity. But there is ludg-
ment in store for those who dishonor God's ordinance, for the adul-
terer is guilty of the greatest of all social crimes, murder alone 
excepted. Whether, therefore, the breaker of the seventh com-
mandment be a single 'or a married person, he shall not escape. 
The doom of the impenitent sensualist will be so dreadful that 
the Bible does not enlarge upon it. It simply declares that 
"fornicators and adulterers God will judge" (Hebrews 13:4). 
Parents, if you have broken your home by sin and shame, 
and have thus deprived your children of their father or mother 
you should spend a lifotime of repentance. You should study th~ 
Bible that faith may be developed in your heart, and you should 
be baptized into Christ today. And then you should go to your 
children and say, "Daddy has done wrong but he is sorry, and 
from this day forth his life will be different," or "Mother has 
sinned but she regrets it, and she promises to be the mother God 
wants her to be." It may not be too late to gather up the broken 
pieces of a wrecked life, but you have no time to lose. May the 
gracious Lord give you the time and the opportunity to obey th .e 
gospel that you may repair, as best you can, the shattered lives 
for which you are responsible. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
DECEMBER, 1956 
Receipts .. ...... ............ .... .... .... ............................ .................. ... . ............ .... $25,106.93 
Expenditures .......................................................................................... $22,559.99 
Receipts exceed expenditures by . .. .. ........... ....... ............ $ 2,546.94 
This abbreviated financial statement is being made in order to 
have t.he report printed without delay. Any information other than 
these figures will be given gladly on request and up-to-date statements 
will be printed at regular intervals. 
MY CONNECTION WITH THE RADIO PROGRAM 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank Highland for this invita· 
tion to work with them in the radio work. When it began five years 
ago I had no idea of ever working full time with this effort. I must 
express my appreciation to Brethren James Walter Nichols and 
James D. Willeford for the fine work they have done with us. It has 
been my good pleasure to deliver twenty-seven sermons on previous 
broadcasts. 
Beginning in January of this year I am to work full time with 
Highland in this department of her work. It is not only a privilege 
but a golden opportunity to preach the gospel of my Ljord to millions 
of lost souls who in no other way would ever hear the gospel of 
Christ. It will be a wonderful experience to meet them at the judg-
ment and heard the Lord "confess their names" to the · Father, know-
ing that I had a humble part in telling them the "sweetest ever told" 
and see them go marching through the gates into the city of God." 
It is for this reason we ask you to continue to help us. You to 
will rejoice to see them and to kn.ow that because of your contri-
bution to this work, be that small or great, you have had a part in 
their eternal salvation. From our hearts we thank each and every 
one and each church for your interest in our effort along this line. 
The Lord has and will continue to bless us in such a worthy effort. 
1 assure you that not one penny of the money you give us for this 
broadcast will be spent for any purpose save that connected with the 
propagation of this program. E;rom the beginning is ha!! been true. 
I shall begin my part of the sermons in April through June and 
again from October through December. I am now preparing a series 
on the New Birth and other vital subjects. Write us your comments. 
It is a privilege to work with Brother Willeford who will continue 
to be one of the regular .speakers in this work. He begins in a fine 
way with us as our regular preacher. 
E. R. HARPER 
UNITED FILM AND RECORD I NG STUDIOS 
201 East Erie Street Chicago 11, ll iinois 
Superior 7-9114 
Mr. John Reese 
Highland Church of Chri st 
Fifth and Highland 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Mr. Reese: 
Janu ary 25, 1957 
I have received a report from our Film Distribution Department 
that during the past yea r we have serviced an average of 25 stations 
a week, which would mean that the Herald of Truth television serie s 
has probably been aired somewhere between 1,200 and 1,400 times in 
the last twelve months . The prior year's total added to this figure 
would certainly indicate a very wide distribution and use of the series. 
If you figure the estimated listening audience of the various 
stations, I think the initial production costs pro-rated would come 
down to a fraction of a cent per viewer. 
In other words, the cost of reaching this v:ast audience with the 
message of the Church is indeed an economical one. 
Sincerely yours , 
John K. Bruu n 
COMMENTS ON PRECEDING LETTER 
The letter from the film company that forwards the films for us 
to churches and television stations using Herald of Truth films quite 
forcibly ·points up the need for more films. The only reason that the 
figures cited are not at least twice as great is simply because there 
are only 26 separate films of sermons to be used. 
Television stations have been most cooperative in g1vrng time 
to the amount of more than $100,000.00 since the films were produced. 
They are however more receptive to giving time to religious programs 
if they can be assured of sufficient films to prevent having to rerun 
them too soon. 
Any individual or congregation that has felt that there is so 
little they can do financially to assist us in providing more films 
for this use should pause and give serious thought to the following 
fact. As stated in the letter above, even production costs for the 
first films from which copies can be made is a fraction of a cent 
per viewer. 
It is a fact that ONE DOLLAR contributed to preaching the gos· 
pel by means of this program will pay for TEN PERSONS to hear 
the gospel every week for FIFTY-TWO WEEKS or an entire year. 
Based on the figures in Mr. Brunn's letter approximately six or 
seven hundred hour~ of time have been spent over the television sta-
tions of the United States and some of the islands during 1956. This 
represents a thirty minute sermon preached every week by one man 
for over 25 YEARS. What a challenge to try our very best to make 
additional films for use AT NO COST for TIME on TELEVISION. 
No. We are not trying to replace PULPIT preaching anymore 
than we are trying to stop the PRINTING presses. We are simply 
doing the best we. can (we hope and pray) to sow the seed of the 
kingdom in every 'proper way, in all the world. Won't you join us? 
There is more than enough seed for all to have a part and a greater 
amount of work th'an there are workers. 
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